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States Requiring Voter Identification, 2014

Note: The Arkansas Supreme Court struck down the state’s strict voter ID law in October 2014.

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures, “Voter Identification Laws in Effect in 2014,” http://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/voter-id 
.aspx#map.

voters elect a lieutenant governor, treasurer, sec-
retary of state, and attorney general. A few states 
elect other officers as well, such as an insurance 
commissioner. Some observers believe that 
appointed officials are removed from political 
concerns and can make decisions without regard 
to partisan interests. Others believe that having 
to answer directly to the public makes individual 
officeholders more responsive to the public’s 
needs and desires. Regardless of which side is cor-
rect, the fact that many statewide officeholders 

run for office independent of the governor gives 
them a power base of their own.

Attorneys general, treasurers, and other state-
wide officials often have aspirations of becoming 
governor themselves one day. This often leads to 
conflict with the sitting governor. Some of these 
fights occur along partisan lines. New Mexico 
attorney general Gary King, a Democrat, com-
plained in 2012 that Republican legislators were 
trying to examine his office e-mails in retaliation 
for his office’s investigating the state Department 
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